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Editorial

One of the recurring topics for discussion among model railroaders concerns the future of the hobby. Some
hobbyists are afraid that model railroading will die out, perhaps to be replaced by video games, modd rockets, or
something else. Often the response to this concern is to emphasi ze the need to recruit more young peopleto this
hobby. | have no special talent for predicting the future, but | would like to offer my own view about the future of
the hobby. Specifically, | am concerned with scale mode railroading, not simply “playing with trains.” Toy trains
have been around as long as there have been railroads and will probably continue to exist along with other toys.

| bdieve the habby will continue beyond my generation, but perhaps not in the form in which | know it. The
technology of the habby has changed dramatically in just the past twenty years. When | began in this hobby, | was
kitbashing Athearn, Model Die-Casting, and Tyco kits, because that was all we had to work with. Who could have
imagined the vast collections of resin kits some of us now possess? Our locomotives were the early Athearn and
Atlas diesels and Mantua steam engines (or brass, if you could afford it). Who could have imagined the level of
detail on today’ s locomotives — even in plastic — or how miniature € ectronics would change the hobby?

But it’s not the changes in the technol ogy which concern those who worry about the future of the hobby. | think
the concern is that future modelers will not model the same subjects that we do. Many of us model the era of
railroading that we remember from childhood. | can still remember the last of the steam engines, so | model the
“transition” period. The number of hobbyists who can remember those days is shrinking, and some day they’ |l be
gone. Many younger mode ers, who remember Penn Central or Conrail, choose to model thoserailroads. At
Prototype Model ers meetings there are younger model ers doing precisely that: modeling contemporary railroading.
| tend to believe that, although a few future hobbyists will be interested in the steam and early diesel era |l chose,

most of them will gravitate to the time they remember.

If my suspicions are correct, then we steam and PRR enthusiasts need to seize the day, for now may bethe

“Golden Age’ of kits and models for our chosen era.

This month TKM presents an issue devoted to PRR’s TrucTrain service. We are proud to show you the
incredible models built by Gus Minardi. Thisissue arrives alittle later than some readers have come to expect, but
it is sometimes difficult to assemble sufficient materials for the magazine, and this turned out to be one of those
months when we wished for more submissions in the “in box.”

THE PENNSYLVANIA RAILROAD TECHNICAL & HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The purpose of the Pennsylvania Railroad
Technical & Historical Society is to bring together
persons interested in the history and modeling of the
Pennsylvania Railroad, its subsidiaries and its
acquired companies. Our goals are to promote the
preservation and recording of all information
regarding the organization, operation, facilities and
equipment of the PRR.

The Society’s quarterly illustrated journal, The
Keystone, has been published continuously since
1968. Each issue of 64 or more pages contains
illustrated original authoritative articles, about
locomotives, cars, other equipment, facilities and
operating practices of the PRR. The Society also
publishes its own thoroughly researched books and
other materials concerning Pennsy history. The

Keystone Modeler is also a monthly special 30-plus
page online publication of the Society.

The Society meets annualy, usually during a
weekend in early in May, providing an opportunity
for its members to get together and learn more about
the PRR. Local chapters around the country also
provide members and guests with regular meetings
that feature PRR related programs.

Information about our Society may be found on
our website http://www.prrths.com. To join the
Society send $35.00 to: PRRT&HS, PO Box 54,
Bryn Mawr, PA 19010-0054. All memberships are
for a calendar year, back issues for the current year
are sent upon joining. Overseas membership has
added postage fees.
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In The Printed Press
by Al Buchan

PRR M odeling

MODEL RAILROADER (MR) January 2009

Class GG1, Kato USA N-scale motor product review, pp 108-109.
MODEL RAILROAD NEWS (MRN) December 2008

Nothing.

RAILROAD MODEL CRAFTSMAN (RMC) December 2008

See below.
Other Railroad M odeling

Information pertaining to other railroad equipment of interest to the PRR modeler.

Nothing
Other Items of Note

P-S PS2-2CD 4000cf covered hopper, Tangent Scale Models, HO-scale ACL and ATSF, product review

RMC 12-08 pp 101-103.

Upcoming Events and Products
by Al Buchan

PRRT&HS
http://www.prrths.com
Pennsylvania Railroad Flat Cars

The Society’s latest offering is a 116 page
equipment book on revenue and work equipment flat
cars from 1881 to 1956 by Elden Gatwood and Al
Buchan.

PENNSYLVANIA RAILROAD
FLAT CARS

REVENUE & WORK EQUIPMENT, 1881 to 1968

By
ELDEN
GATvg:oon

AL
BUCHAN
A Publication
of the
Pcnns[vrlvunia
Railroad
‘Technical &

Historical
Society

Most al classes of PRR flat cars could be found
on most al US railroads at one time or another and
the more prevalent 40 and 50 cars could be found on
most any siding in the US carrying some type of
transformer, farm equipment, machinery, lumber, etc.
This book has many photos of cars under load and
should have a place in any serious railroad freight

equipment modeler’s library. It should start shipping
during the week of December 15™. Order form for the
book is attached.

Address Confusion

Some of our more astute members have found that
there is some confusion with the address for
Kutztown Publishing Co. on the 2009 Membership
Renewal Form as well as the flat car book ordering
form both enclosed with winter edition of The
Keystone, which was mailed on or about November
19, 2008.

KPC has two PO boxes 326 and 346. Box 346,
which we have traditionally used for membership
renewal and book ordering, has been set aside for
their normal business correspondence and Box 326 is
now used for renewals and orders. After the Society
sent the renewal and book ordering forms to KPC
they took it upon themselves to change the PO Box
number on the form but failed to change the extended
zip code to match the box number. We had no
knowledge this was being done. So from now on all
renewals and orders should be send to PO Box 326,
Kutztown, PA 19530-0326.

A corrected renewal form is also attached.

The Amarillo Railroad Museum, Inc.
amarillorail@aol.com
Class X29 Red Caboose HO-scale M'S Boxcar
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The Amarillo Railroad Museum is offering the
Pennsy X29 boxcars with patch panels in the mid-
1950s Merchandise Service SK, ak.a MS3 scheme.
During the mid-1950s, the Pennsylvania Railroad
adopted a "billboard" |ettering scheme for its rolling
stock featuring a more prominent road name and a
large keystone logo accented by a black shadow. At
this time, the "Merchandise Service' lettering
arrangement was revised to incorporate these
features. This is the lettering arrangement on these
cars. Twelve numbers available 504001, 504014,
504037, 504087, 504091, 504126, 504133, 504142,
504155, 504179, and 504185.

[The only photographic evidence that we have seen
for an X29 in this MS3 scheme is 504087, the
remaining numbers are uncorroborated — Ed.]

Westerfield

http://www.westerfield.biz/

Pennsylvania Railroad Modernized R7 Reefers,
FGEX, NX, Mathieson.

Westerfield is now shipping the new kits. These
include the National Car lap seam roof, the National
Car Hutchins roof, the Fruit Growers Hutchins roof
and the Mathieson Dry Ice Hutchins roof. Because
of the added details and decals, eleven different cars
can be built from the four kits: see series 11600.

Kit 11651 R7 Modern Roof PRR

In addition to many clinics therewill be a large
model display of locomotives, rolling stock, and
structures along with select photo vendors and
manufacturers. We will get started at 10 AM and go
to 11 PM both days. It will be afull agendal

The location is on the west side of South Bend
near the intersection of US 1-80/90 and US 20. If you
would like more information please contact Jim Six
at jamessix@bnin.net or Jason at
jmpamtrak @yahoo.com.

Kit 11653 R7 Modern Roof National Car
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Modeling the Pennsylvania Railroad’s Flat Car Fleet
Part 15: The Pennsy’s F39 and F39A Classes
by Gus Minardi

All photos by Bill Lane unless otherwise specified.

Gus recreates Grif Teler's 1956 Calendar Scene on Steve Moylan’s layout.

Introduction

A bold new service was started on July
12, 1954 when the PRR began its “Rail-Trailer
Service", later to become known as “Pennsy
TrucTrain Service”, by hauling its own trailers
on flatcars. On that day, the railroad moved only
six tralers, but this would turn out to be the
beginning of large scale rail-highway intermodal
service which would give the Pennsy some of its
best long term revenue producing traffic. The
passage of an important ruling by the ICC in the
summer of 1954 would now allow railroads to

haul freight in their own trailers without having
to acquire a motor carrier certification. This
gave a green light for ralroads to charge
customersrail rates for LCL loaded in the trailers
and rail-billed truck load freight at truck
competitive rates. This early service, known as
“Keystone Merchandise Service”, consisted of
“Door-to-Door” pickup and delivery where
Pennsy affiliated trucking companies went
directly to the shippers location and picked up
the load, moved the trailer to the rail yard, loaded
the trailler on the flat car, moved it to its
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destination and finally drove the trailer right to
the consignee’s location. The loading and
unloading points for this new service would be
located at Waldo Ave. in Jersey City, Hunter St.
Yard in Newark, Kensington Yad in
Philadelphia, I1sland Ave. Yard in Pittsburgh and
12" St. Yard in Chicago.  Two trains, LCL-1,
which was a fast merchandise train from Jersey
City to Chicago, and LCL-2, which was the
companion train from Chicago to NY, would
depart a 830 PM and make stops in
Philadelphia and Pittsburgh, setting off and
picking up loaded trailers.

To provide flat cars for this new service,
the Pennsy modified 115 existing class F30D,
49'6" flat cars which were numbered 475300-
475549. The modifications included adding tail-
gates on each end to bridge the gaps when
backing trailers between cars, installing brake
wheel shafts that can be raised and lowered, tie-

down brackets, side rails to guide trailer wheels,
steel safety posts set in stake pockets to prevent
trailers from toppling off the car and storage
compartments in the center decking to hold
chains, jacks and tie-down equipment when not
inuse. So, from July 1954 until March 1955, the
Pennsy gained both the knowledge and
experience needed to begin the next phase of its
TOFC operations, which would be hauling
trucking companies or common carrier trailers
on its flat cars. In December 1954, the Pennsy
invested $400,000 in the construction of two
modern, flood-lighted trailer terminals, one at
55" St. Yard in Chicago and one at Meadows
Yard, Kearney NJ to handle the New York
traffic. Each terminal was constructed with six
stub end tracks, with each track able to hold 10
soon to be built 75’ long flat cars back to back
for atotal of 60 cars max.

Trailer flats lined up ready for circus-styleloading at one of the two specially built terminals. PRR photo.

Although these two yards were Pennsy owned,
the trailer operations within the yard were
operated by the Rail-Trailer Company of
Chicago. Rail-Trailer Company would act as the
middleman for the Pennsy, responsible for
solicitation of trucking companies, and providing
employees for weighing, loading and unloading
of the trailers in the yards. To provide the
necessary flat cars for this new service, the PRR

purchased 200 new, specially constructed 75
long piggyback cars from the Bethlehem Steel
Company, which | will be discussing shortly.
The first long distance solid Pennsy TrucTrain,
hauling both Pennsy and trailers of motor
common carrier trucking lines departed 55" St.
Yard in Chicago on March 3, 1955 at 11:00 PM
with an A-B-A set of EMD F-7's and approx. 50
F39 flatcars hauling 100 trailers. Before the
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inaugural run of this first train, the Pennsy
aggressively photographed the train for publicity
purposes. For extra advertising effect, the PRR
added large placards to the center of each car
forming the phrase “Pennsy TrucTrain” between
the cars. These billboard signs were quickly
removed thereafter and were never used in
regular service. After all the public relations and
photography was completed, two trains departed
simultaneously at 11:00 PM, one from Chicago
and one from Kearney, NJ, each with approx 100
trailers.  TT-1 would leave Meadows Yard
(Kearney) for Chicago with a stop in
Philadelphia, and TT-2 to leave Chicago for
Meadows with a drop off in Philadelphia running
time for the 903 mile trip was set a 29 hours.
Trains were to depart on Monday thru Friday
nights for delivery to consignees on the second
morning after departure. This entirely new
TrucTrain service was different than when the
service started back in July of 1954, when it
hauled only its own trailers. Some of the early
trucking companies that used this service were
Cooper-Jarrett, Mid-States, Chicago Express,
Eastern Motor Express, Spector, Kelleher and
Pennsylvania Truck Lines, each having their own
distinctive colors and lettering schemes.

ThePrototype

The class F39 flat cars were delivered to
the Pennsy in December of 1954 from the
Bethlehem Steel Company, being manufactured
at their Johnstown, PA works. Thisfirst order of
200 cars, 75 long, were numbered 470400-

470599. The cars were each capable of carrying
two 32’ trallers, were designed for circus-style
end loading and came equipped with Timken
SKF roller bearing trucks, rubber draft gears for
cushioning the shocks of starting and stopping
and trucks that had built in “snubbing” devices
that reduced sway and bounce which made
speeds of 60 MPH possible compared to the
usual 50 MPH max speed of a freight train.
Welded construction was used throughout the
cars with two 30" WF beams as center sills and
two 12" channels for side sills. Rub rails along
each side of the car were made of 2" steel piping
being supported by 4” by 3" angles. These side
rub rails were used for guiding the trailers onto
the cars and for securing the anchors and trailer
tieedown ratchets. A hinged tool box was
located at each end of the car on the deck center
sill for storing tie downs, chains, ratchets, wheel
chocks, etc. Two tall steel stakes were added to
each side of the car to prevent trailers from
toppling over in transit and to keep trailer curb
side doors from opening in transit. A hinged,
steel bridge plate was located at aternate ends of
the car for circusstyle loading/unloading.
Circus-style loading is a term used for loading
equipment onto flatcars where trailers were
backed down onto a series of coupled cars for
some distance. The cars were equipped with
AAB-1012 freight brake equipment with two
reservoirs and two 10" cylinders. Two universal
drop staff type hand brakes, one at each end of
the car, operated independently, one for each
truck.

F39 470582 from the first group of cars built clearly illustrates circus-style |oading bridge plate. PRR photo.
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End view of above car. Noterecessin end for dropping brake wheel during loading. PRR photo.

After the initial order of 200 F39's, the
Pennsy decided that the next group of 75
flatcars would be built by its own Samuel Rea
Shops in Hollidaysburg, PA. 250 class F39A
cars and 50 class F398’s were produced in
separate orders. The F39A’s were identical to
the F39's with the only difference being the
Timken Roller Bearing trucks having rotating

bearing caps on the journals. These F39A’s were
numbered 470600-470749 and 470800-470899
and delivered in June/July 1955. The 50 F398’s
can be distinguished from the other two classes
by a tapered side sill on each end, solid wood
deck, and oval shaped holes cut into the center
sill frame to reduce weight. Car numbers were
470750-470799.

Side view of thefirst of the 250 PRR-built F39A illustrates 75’ car length. PRR photo.
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This view of F39A 470600 displays components of dual brake system. PRR photo.

Class Car#'s Ordered
F39 470400-470599 9/17/54
F39a 470600-470749 3/25/55
F39a 470800-470899 7/28/55
F398 470750-470799 ?

Appearance Over Time

Delivered Builder
12/1954 Bethlehem Steel
6-9/55 PRR Sam Rea
11/55-1/56  PRR Sam Rea
7/55 PRR Sam Rea

Original lettering scheme with spelled out “PENNSYLVANIA” on F39 470468. Builder photo.

In PRR service, the 500 F39/A/B cars were
painted the Pennsy’s standard “Freight Car
Color” and lettered in white in the new flat car
scheme corresponding to the then new “Shadow
Keystone” style.  Trucks were painted black.
Early in 1956, the Trailer-Train Company was

formed between the PRR, N&W and a freight
forwarding company. All 500 Pennsy cars were
acquired by this new company and the word
Pennsylvania was painted out and replaced with
“TTX” initials.
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Tapered side sill identifies this as an F39B with trailer. Note later “TTX” lettering scheme.

M odeling Preface

To model the F39 or F39A you have two
choices. one, you can purchase brass models
made by Overland in the mid 1980's (OMI#
3033) which run from between $125-200 each
unpainted and are really beautiful models if you
can find them (only 200 were made in HO scale);
or, you can purchase Walthers plastic car kits
that were produced in 1990-1991 (series 3950)
and detail them out. The old adage “Time
Versus Money” comes into play here. Since this
article is designed for the Pennsy Modeler, | will
discuss what is involved in improving the plastic
Walthers car. The Walthers cars are long out of
production, but can be found at train shows now
and then or on eBay. The only problem with
getting involved in an F39 TrucTrain project is
that having just one car is kind of useless. You
need to have an entire train, at least 20 or so cars
to resemble any kind of prototypical accuracy, as

these cars were run in solid blocks in dedicatedihat

service. My personal goal when | got started on
the F39 kick back in January 2004 was to have
20 completed carsin my train. | know, | need to
have my head examined! From January 2004 to
December 2005, nearly two entire years, |

worked pretty hot and heavy on completing a 17
car train, three short of my goal. Ten of the 17
cars are brass Overland Models, seven are
detailed Walthers cars. | was able to make a
reasonable deal to obtain the 10 brass cars froma
fellow | met in the vendors room during the
2004 PRRT&HS Convention in Cincinnati,
Ohio. One of those “better get it now” scenarios
we all find ourselvesin fromtimetotimeat train
shows or in the vendors room at annual PRR
Conventions - kind of like a kid on Christmas
morning. Besides being an HO scale Pennsy nut,
| am also a fan and collector of the old PRR Grif
Teller Calendars the Pennsy once published.
One of my favorite calendar scenes is the 1956
painting “Dynamic Progress’ where the
Aerotrain is passing by a westbound TrucTrain
in Duncannon, PA..
http://www.prrths.com/Calendar/Teller56.htm

This calendar painting was a major influence in
me getting started on my two year “TrucTrain
Enlistment”!!! Now with Con-Cor having done
the Pennsy Aerotrain in HO Scale, | can truly
recreate that scene with prototypical HO scale
equipment being substituted.
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M odeling F39/F39A Flatcars

Remove all parts from the Walthers kit
and from all the sprues and clean up all excess
flash with your hobby knife and sanding sticks.
The kit consists of the body itself, a metal
weight, a 2-piece under frame, trucks, coupler
covers, two brake reservoirs, two air cylinders,
one triple valve, two bridge plates, brake wheels
and traller hitches. Starting with the body,
without removing any of your fingers, remove all
cast on grabs, steps, and the side brake wheel
mount using a chisel blade and then wet sand all
areas smooth. Cement the weight to the bottom
of the body making sure it fits between the two
bolsters using ACC and then attach the under
frame to the body. Make sure al the under
frame ribs clear the sides of the car and are in
full contact with the metal weight. Use clamps if
necessary to keep everything square. Before
adding the bottom outer part of the under frame,
| added weight into the center sill of the car
using small BB’s and then glued them in place
with ACC. You could also use moldable lead,
but get some kind of weight into the center sill
before you cover it up. Remember the NMRA
guidelines for weighting freight cars? It is one
ounce plus one half ounce for every inches of
car. This car is roughly 10 inches long, so it
should weigh around six ounces when placed on
the track for optimum tracking. Factor in
whether you will be placing trailers on the car

also to determine how much the car alone should
weigh. Your average hollow plastic trailer will
weigh between one and two ounces each, so do
your math accordingly. | would rather have the
car a little on the heavy side than on the light
side for smooth operations. Attach the center
under frame cover after weighting. Also add an
air tank and air cylinder to each side of the under
frame, along with the triple valve on the one side
only. You can use the ones supplied in the kit
which are on the crude side, or use more detailed
brake parts from Tichy or Cal-Scale.

On the right side of each side add the
brake line detailing that goes from the air
cylinder towards the end of the car along the
bottom of the side sill. You will need four
vertical U shaped supports and one support that
extends out to the side near the end step. These
supports should be a scale 2.5, 5, 12', 17° and
23 in from the end of the car. Use .015" wire
for the actual brake line and Athearn loco
handrail stanchions for the supports. Chain will
be attached later from the end of the brake line to
the bottom of the brake wheel. Remember that
these lines were located on both sides of the car,
towards the right hand side. Next step is to add
the details on the ends of the car. There are two
poling pockets on each end which are the two
half round circles which can be made by cutting
a slice of plastic tubing in half. Add the two
grab irons and the brake wheel support
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mechanism: | used a Cal-Scale air hose mount
(#190-276). Add the brake wheel and support
shaft. | used Kadee Miner type brake wheels, and
the cut lever support on the left side was made
from angled sheet styrene. | used a Cal-Scale air
hose and formed the cut lever from wire. | used
Kadee # 58 scale couplers when possible. The
hinged end ramps that come with the kit are
pretty close to prototype; all 1 added was the
handrail that each one has. Secure the end ramps
in place to the ends.

Side sill detailing consists of adding a
grab iron on each end directly above the steps.
Then add stirrup steps on each corner (I used
Detaill Associates #229-6416). Next is to
identify and mark the center of the car. Then, a
scale 19' in from each end, attach two steel
vertical rails from on top of the side rub rails.
These should be approx 5 in length and 4”
square. | drilled a hole in the bottom of each of
the vertical rails and glued in a piece of .015”
wire for added strength when cemented to the
top of the side rub rails. Next, if you choose to
do so, add the U shaped anchors that exist down
the center part of the floor deck. My prayers go
out to you for this part. There areatotal of 32 U
shaped anchors down the center of the floor, in
four groups of eight, used to secure the trailer
tie-downs. | bent .012" wire into U's and cut
them with a side cutter, drilled holes and
attached them all in place individually. This is
probably the most time consuming and labor
intensive part of the project. Go ahead, I'll
wait!! The last part for the car itself is to
construct the promotional billboard signs for
each side of the car. Remember, these signs
were only applied to the cars for a very short
time when the first two trains departed back in
early March 1955. To make the signboards for
the “Pennsy” and “TrucTrain” lettering, | used
020" flat sheet styrene. The dimensions are a
scale 10" wide by 3.5 high with the top sides
tapered to a semicircle. Just cut a piece of plastic
10’ x 3.5" and sand the edges square. Then, on
the top two outer sides, cut off a small angle and
with a sanding block round off the two corners
until they are even. From the rear of the
signboards, attach three .020” support rods, one
directly in the center of the sign and the other

two inwards 1.5 from the ends. Make these
support rods long enough so that they will go
into the sides of the car through the top of the
side rub rails. Drill three holes corresponding
with the support rods into the top of the rub rails
centered on the side of the car. Once satisfied
with the fit, remove them and secure them later
after the trailers and tie-downs are in place.

Painting, L ettering and Final Assembly

Take the car to your kitchen sink with an
old toothbrush in hand and move the dirty dishes
out of the way. Now scrub the whole car down
with dishwashing detergent and warm water and
rinse clean. Let air dry completely and then
prime the entire model with Floquil Gray Primer
(mask off the couplers first). This gray primer
will allow you to see all imperfections in your
work before moving to the next step. When dry,
ingpect your surfaces and make any final
adjustments. The entire car is then painted
Scalecoat PRR Freight Car Red. | use the high
octane stuff, Scalecoat | (#S81) for wood or
metal, but you can use Scalecoat Il for plastic
(#S2081) as well. Once dry, you will have a
very high gloss paint ready for decaling. The
wood decking | used is made by Laser Kit and is
the peel and stick type. | used the set they make
for 52" gondolas and cut them a scale 3' wide
using a new razor blade. Once again, watch those
fingers!  You will probably need two to three
packs of this wood decking for one F39. Cut the
decking and stick to the two sides of the deck
leaving the center portion clear. Next step is to
decal the car using Middle Division set # HFL-1.
This set covers all TrucTrain Service flatcars in
the F39 series. Be advised that this decal set is
out of production and very difficult to obtain. |
can't help you here. You're on your own!
“Pennsy” and “TrucTrain” go on opposite sides
of the car so that the words will follow each
other alternately as the cars go by in a tran.
After decaling, over spray the car with Testors
Dullcote to seal the decals. For the trucks, | used
Athearn 70 ton roller bearing trucks that have the
end caps that actually rotate. Thisisa nice touch
to see bearing caps rotating as the train goes by
on a nice layout. Trucks were black. As| am
modeling an early TrucTrain on its inaugural
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run, the only weathering | did was some light
rust on the trucks, highlighting those spinning

Pennsy Trailers

The early PRR piggyback trailers were
heavily constructed with steel frames for
durability and varied in length from 24-32,
having either a single or tandem axle. During
the 1940's and early 1950's, a typical Pennsy
trailer would have been 24 or 26' long with
either ribbed or smooth sides with a curb side
door for easy unloading. Most had a rounded
front with a Fruehauf style wing near the front
roofline and round landing gear wheels. These

bearing caps!

trailers were painted a bright cherry red with
either an aluminum colored or red roof with the
letters “Pennsylvania Railroad” emblazoned on
an angle on the sides. The lettering would
aways start low to the left side and rise up
towards the right hand side of the traller, no
matter what side you were looking at. That's the
way | remember how the lettering goes-Low
Left, Rising Right. A beautiful model of this
type of trailer is made by Sylvan Models with
correct decals.

F39 470401: Red 26 PRR is a Sylvan kit with Sylvan decals; Silver 32 Ringsby
trailer isa Classic Metal Works with custom decals.

For their own door-to-door TOFC service, the
Pennsy leased 150 30', 8' wide, 12’ high trailers
with ribbed sides, single axles and a curb side
door. Thistrailer needs to either be scratch built

or kitbashed using Pikestuff #541-1014 board
and batten for the sides. Use an under frame
from either an Athearn 45 box trailer or
Walthers 32’ trailer.
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F39 470438: Red 30 PRR is a Walthers under frame with a scratchbuilt body, Sparrows Point
decals; Silver 32 Spector isaDon Millstrailer with individual |ettering.

Additional trailers were purchased from
Fruehauf and Trailmobile including open and
closed box types, insulated box vans and
flatbeds. These trailers were identical to the 30’
versions except that they came with tandem axles
and were 32’ long. The paint scheme of bright

red with a slvery roof continued, with
“Pennsylvania Railroad” on an angle in gold and
white letters, but now it included the slogan
“TrucTrain” on each side of the trailer near the
lower right hand corner.

F39 470555: Red 26 PRR is a scratchbuilt body mounted on an Athearn frame; Red 32 PRR
with tarp is a scratchbuilt body mounted on a Walthers frame with duct tape roof.
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F39 470582: Red 32 PRR trailer is a Walthers frame with scratchbuilt sides; Silver 32" P-I-E
is a stock Walthers trailer with areefer unit from, | believe, A-Line

F39 470400: Red 26 PRR is a kitbashed Athearn trailer with Evergreen siding and Walthers
decals;, Red 32 PRR flatbed is a kitbashed Ulrich trailer with a Life-Like load.
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Insulated trailers were painted entirely silver
rather than red. Sparrows Point makes these 32°
trailers with nice decals included. They also offer
the decal sets separately. Study photos of actual
Pennsy trailers on Pennsy flatcars and determine
either to scratch build, kitbash or build one of the

available correct trailer kits such as Sylvan or
Sparrows Point. 1’ve used Athearn, Sheepscot,
Walthers, Classic Metal Works, Ulrich, Resin-
Unlimited and On-Trak kits as a starting point
for trailer kit bashes.

F39 470409: Silver 30 Mid-Statesis aResin Unlimited kit with custom decals; Silver 32
PRR insulated trailer is a stock Sparrows Point kit with decals.

Tie-Downs

To secure the trallers to the flat cars,
stanchion jacks were placed under the front and
rear of the trailer, the front jack placed under the
kingpin and raised to take the weight off of the
trailer's landing gear. The rear jack was placed
under the frame of the trailer behind the rear
wheels and raised until the weight was mostly
off of the suspension. Wheel chocks were then
put in place in front of and behind all dual tires.
To eliminate any side sway in transit, the trailer
was secured to the car with eight spring loaded
ratchets and turnbuckles, four in front and four in
the rear. Two on each end were attached to the
U shaped deck bolsters in the center of the deck
and two were attached out to the sides onto the

cars rub rails. The tie downs on my models are
.015” wire bent to a loop in one end and hooked
to the cars securing devices and ACC'ed in
place. Wheel chocks are triangular shaped
pieces of wood cut to the width of the trailers
dual tires and painted yellow. The lifting jacks
are just pieces of .030" wire with a base of
aluminum tubing covering the bottom base glued
in place. | glue the trailers in place on the car
with white Elmer's glue, glue in the wheel
chocks, then the lift jacks and let dry. Then |
attach all the tie-downs and turnbuckles and
finally attached the two sign boards completing
the model. You now have one car down, only 25
more to go!
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F39 470411: Silver 32 PRR insulated trailer is a kitbashed Walthers trailer with Sparrows Point
decals, Silver 28 Risstrailer is akitbashed Athearn with Evergreen sides.

F39 470507: Silver 32 Eastern is a Sheepscot trailer with custom decals. Silver 32 Cooper-Jarrett
isagock Classic Metal Workstrailer.
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F39 470515: Green 32 is a Sheepscot trailer; Red 30 PRR is a Walthers underframe with scratchbuilt body.

F39 470566: Silver 32 Mid-States with tarp roof is a Classic Metal Works trailer with
custom decals; Silver 32 Kelleher is a Sparrows Point kit with decal bash.
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F39 470536: Silver 32 Chicago-Expressis a Classic Metal Works trailer; Silver 32 Mid-States
is a kitbashed Con-Cor trailer with Evergreen siding and custom decals.

F39 470596: Silver 30 Colonial LinesisaResin Unlimited kit with scratch lettering; Red 32
PRR is a Walthers underframe with kitbashed Evergreen siding body.

F39 470604: Red 26 PRR with tarp isakitbashed Athearn trailer with scratched sides and duct tape for
the tarp roof; Silver 32 Chicago-Expressis a Walthers frame with scratched sides and custom decals.
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F39A 470655: Silver 32 YaleisaDon Mills trailer with Don Mills decals; Red 32 PRR with tarp
is a Walthers frame with scratched siding and duct tape roof.

F39A 470896: Gray 26 is a Sheepscot kit; Silver 32 tarped trailer is a kitbashed Ulrich with
scratched sides and duct tape roof .
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F39A 470609: Silver 32 International trailer is a Sheegpscot resin block with custom decals; Silver 32
tarped trailer is a kitbashed Walthers trailer with duct tape for the tarp.

F39A 470638: Red 30 PRR is a kitbashed Walthers trailer with Evergreen sides; Silver 32
Cooper-Jarrett isa Don Mills trailer with custom decals.

| would like to thank Elden Gatwood, Bill Lane and Steve Moylan for their assistance in preparing this
article.
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Just prior to theinstitution of TrucTrain service thisad appeared in the June 1954 issue of The Pennsy magazine.

Equipment Drawings from Microfilm
Copies of PRR equipment drawings are available from the Society’s microfilm collection. To order drawings, you
must know the drawing number and title. Ordering information and lists of arrangement drawings are available on
the Society’s website, www.prrths.com, under National Society, The Interchange. If you require a printed copy of
this information, please send your address and a check for $2.00 made out to PRRT&HS to: Richard C. Price, 779
Irvin Hill Road, McVeytown, PA 17051.

TKM CD Issues49-60 and 1-60
A CD of TKM issues 49-60 is now available at $15.00 for members outside of NJ ($16.05 for NJ members); TKM
1-48 with over 1,500 pages of PRR information now also is available for $60 for members outside of NJ ($64.20
for NJ members). CDs are also available for issues 1-12, 13-24, 1-24, 25-36, 1-36, 37-48 and 1-48 at a cost of
$15.00/ one year of 12 issues. Send a check or money order in $US made out to PRRT&HS to Al Buchan, 785
Cornwallis Drive, Mt. Laurd, NJ 08054-3209. Each CD contains a very comprehensive index of all previous
issues.

THE KEYSTONE CD 5

The Keystone CD No. 5, The
Glory Days, covering 1998 —
2002, is now for sale at the price
of $75 for membes. NJ
Residents add $5.25 sales tax.
Order from Al Buchan, 785
Cornwallis Drive, Mt. Laurd, NJ
08054-3209.

THE KEYSTONE DVD 1

The Keystone DVD No. 1
covering the 35 vyears of
Keystones from 1968 — 2002 is
available. However, the
navigation on this product is
being upgraded, as are some of
the administrative notes and text.
The improved edition will be
ready for ordering soon. Those
few who have already purchased
the DVD will be able to trade it
in for a new one when it's
available. The price of this DVD
is $375. This DVD requires a
computer with a DVD drive. It
is NOT a video disk that can
be played on a DVD player for
viewing on your TV.
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